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God uses the Tabernacle to teach us about Jesus and the plan of salvation. 

Part 1 
The Tabernacle in the wilderness was the focal point of worship during the Exodus.  When the Israelites 
finally settled in the Promised Land, the tabernacle was replaced by Solomon’s temple.  Solomon’s 
Temple was a permanent structure based on the same design as the portable Tabernacle.  That’s because 
God was very specific about the floor plan, furnishings, and the attire to be worn by the priests there.  The 
last six chapters of Exodus are entirely devoted to construction of the Tabernacle, and there are many 
other Old Testament references as well. 
 
Some people, sadly, many people, think that the Tabernacle was just for the Jews, and has no meaning to 
New Testament Christians.  That’s not true because God instructed the Jews to build the sanctuary to 
teach them about Jesus and the plan of salvation.  The sanctuary message is still vital to Christians today.  
If you understand the importance of God’s sanctuary, you will have a better understand the plan of 
salvation and a better connection with Jesus. 
 
The New Testament letter to the Hebrews wasn’t written just for Hebrews.  It was written for Christians 
from all backgrounds to explain why the sanctuary is vital to salvation.  We don’t have time to read the 
entire letter to the Hebrews, but we do have time to share the heart of the message from Hebrews chapters 
8 and 9.  It explains Jesus’ role as our high priest, and how the human priests were supposed to teach us 
about Jesus’ ultimate mission. 

Now the main point of what we are saying is this: We do have such a high priest, who sat down at 
the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in heaven, and who serves in the sanctuary, the true 
tabernacle set up by the Lord, not by a mere human being. 

Every high priest is appointed to offer both gifts and sacrifices, and so it was necessary for this one 
also to have something to offer.  If he were on earth, he would not be a priest, for there are already 
priests who offer the gifts prescribed by the law.  They serve at a sanctuary that is a copy and 
shadow of what is in heaven. This is why Moses was warned when he was about to build the 
tabernacle: “See to it that you make everything according to the pattern shown you on the 
mountain.”  But in fact the ministry Jesus has received is as superior to theirs as the covenant of 
which he is mediator is superior to the old one, since the new covenant is established on better 
promises. 

For if there had been nothing wrong with that first covenant, no place would have been sought for 
another.  But God found fault with the people and said: 

“The days are coming, declares the Lord, 
    when I will make a new covenant 
with the people of Israel 
    and with the people of Judah. 

… 
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Now the first covenant had regulations for worship and also an earthly sanctuary.  A tabernacle 
was set up. In its first room were the lampstand and the table with its consecrated bread; this was 
called the Holy Place.  Behind the second curtain was a room called the Most Holy Place, which had 
the golden altar of incense and the gold-covered ark of the covenant. This ark contained the gold 
jar of manna, Aaron’s staff that had budded, and the stone tablets of the covenant.  Above the ark 
were the cherubim of the Glory, overshadowing the atonement cover.  But we cannot discuss these 
things in detail now. 

When everything had been arranged like this, the priests entered regularly into the outer room to 
carry on their ministry.  But only the high priest entered the inner room, and that only once a year, 
and never without blood, which he offered for himself and for the sins the people had committed in 
ignorance.  The Holy Spirit was showing by this that the way into the Most Holy Place had not yet 
been disclosed as long as the first tabernacle was still functioning.  This is an illustration for the 
present time, indicating that the gifts and sacrifices being offered were not able to clear the 
conscience of the worshiper.  They are only a matter of food and drink and various ceremonial 
washings—external regulations applying until the time of the new order. 

But when Christ came as high priest of the good things that are now already here, he went through 
the greater and more perfect tabernacle that is not made with human hands, that is to say, is not a 
part of this creation.  He did not enter by means of the blood of goats and calves; but he entered the 
Most Holy Place once for all by his own blood, thus obtaining eternal redemption.  The blood of 
goats and bulls and the ashes of a heifer sprinkled on those who are ceremonially unclean sanctify 
them so that they are outwardly clean.  How much more, then, will the blood of Christ, who 
through the eternal Spirit offered himself unblemished to God, cleanse our consciences from acts 
that lead to death, so that we may serve the living God! 

For this reason Christ is the mediator of a new covenant, that those who are called may receive the 
promised eternal inheritance—now that he has died as a ransom to set them free from the sins 
committed under the first covenant. 

In the case of a will, it is necessary to prove the death of the one who made it, because a will is in 
force only when somebody has died; it never takes effect while the one who made it is living.  This is 
why even the first covenant was not put into effect without blood.  When Moses had proclaimed 
every command of the law to all the people, he took the blood of calves, together with water, scarlet 
wool and branches of hyssop, and sprinkled the scroll and all the people.  He said, “This is the blood 
of the covenant, which God has commanded you to keep.”  In the same way, he sprinkled with the 
blood both the tabernacle and everything used in its ceremonies.  In fact, the law requires that 
nearly everything be cleansed with blood, and without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness. 

It was necessary, then, for the copies of the heavenly things to be purified with these sacrifices, but 
the heavenly things themselves with better sacrifices than these.  For Christ did not enter a 
sanctuary made with human hands that was only a copy of the true one; he entered heaven itself, 
now to appear for us in God’s presence.  Nor did he enter heaven to offer himself again and again, 
the way the high priest enters the Most Holy Place every year with blood that is not his own. 
Otherwise Christ would have had to suffer many times since the creation of the world. But he has 
appeared once for all at the culmination of the ages to do away with sin by the sacrifice of himself. 
Just as people are destined to die once, and after that to face judgment, so Christ was sacrificed 
once to take away the sins of many; and he will appear a second time, not to bear sin, but to bring 
salvation to those who are waiting for him.  [Hebrews 8:1-8, 9:1-28] 
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When you read or hear the descriptions of the Tabernacle, it might be hard to visualize.  There are, 
however, drawings and illustrations in study Bibles and religious posters which help you to understand 
the design of the sanctuary and what went on there.  The Jews had the advantage that they could actually 
see the things described in the Bible. 
 
The study of the sanctuary clears up any confusion one might have about Jesus’ role as our high priest in 
Heaven, God’s plan of salvation, and why Jesus had to offer His blood for our salvation.  Nothing but the 
blood of Jesus can save us. 
 
 [music – “Nothing But the Blood”] 

Part 2 
In the first segment, we said that the sanctuary (regardless of whether it was the portable Tabernacle in the 
wilderness or the permanent Temple in Jerusalem) was given to us to help us understand Jesus’ mission 
and the plan of salvation.  We read a significant section of the New Testament letter to the Hebrews which 
explained the relevance of the sanctuary to Hebrew and Gentile Christians alike. 
 
Because the 2300 Day Prophecy in Daniel chapter 8 pointed to a cleansing of the sanctuary in 1844, there 
was great interest in the study of the sanctuary in the late 19th century.  How and why was Jesus cleansing 
the heavenly sanctuary?  How did that relate to the promised Second Coming of Jesus?  Ellen White 
wrote a summary of the results of the study of the sanctuary by many dedicated Bible scholars in Chapter 
23 of her book, The Great Controversy.  Here are some excerpts from that chapter, titled, “What is the 
Sanctuary?” 

The scripture which above all others had been both the foundation and the central pillar of the 
advent faith was the declaration: "Unto two thousand and three hundred days; then shall the 
sanctuary be cleansed." Daniel 8:14. These had been familiar words to all believers in the Lord's 
soon coming. By the lips of thousands was this prophecy repeated as the watchword of their 
faith. 

 … 

In their investigation they learned that there is no Scripture evidence sustaining the popular view 
that the earth is the sanctuary; but they found in the Bible a full explanation of the subject of the 
sanctuary, its nature, location, and services; the testimony of the sacred writers being so clear 
and ample as to place the matter beyond all question. The apostle Paul, in the Epistle to the 
Hebrews, says: "Then verily the first covenant had also ordinances of divine service, and a 
worldly sanctuary. … " Hebrews 9:1-5.  

The sanctuary to which Paul here refers was the tabernacle built by Moses at the command of 
God as the earthly dwelling place of the Most High. … 

After the settlement of the Hebrews in Canaan, the tabernacle was replaced by the temple of 
Solomon, which, though a permanent structure and upon a larger scale, observed the same 
proportions, and was similarly furnished. In this form the sanctuary existed--except while it lay in 
ruins in Daniel's time--until its destruction by the Romans, in A.D. 70.  

This is the only sanctuary that ever existed on the earth, of which the Bible gives any 
information. This was declared by Paul to be the sanctuary of the first covenant. But has the 
new covenant no sanctuary?  
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Turning again to the book of Hebrews, the seekers for truth found that the existence of a 
second, or new-covenant sanctuary … [T]hey read: "Now of the things which we have spoken 
this is the sum: We have such an High Priest, who is set on the right hand of the throne of the 
Majesty in the heavens; a Minister of the sanctuary, and of the true tabernacle, which the Lord 
pitched, and not man." Hebrews 8:1, 2.  

Here is revealed the sanctuary of the new covenant. The sanctuary of the first covenant was 
pitched by man, built by Moses; this is pitched by the Lord, not by man. In that sanctuary the 
earthly priests performed their service; in this, Christ, our great High Priest, ministers at God's 
right hand. One sanctuary was on earth, the other is in heaven.  

Further, the tabernacle built by Moses was made after a pattern. The Lord directed him: 
"According to all that I show thee, after the pattern of the tabernacle, and the pattern of all the 
instruments thereof, even so shall ye make it." … And Paul says that the first tabernacle "was a 
figure for the time then present, in which were offered both gifts and sacrifices;" that its holy 
places were "patterns of things in the heavens;" …" Hebrews 9:9, 23; 8:5; 9:24.  

The sanctuary in heaven, in which Jesus ministers in our behalf, is the great original, of which 
the sanctuary built by Moses was a copy. … 

The matchless splendor of the earthly tabernacle reflected to human vision the glories of that 
heavenly temple where Christ our forerunner ministers for us before the throne of God.  …  

The holy places of the sanctuary in heaven are represented by the two apartments in the 
sanctuary on earth. As in vision the apostle John was granted a view of the temple of God in 
heaven … "[T]he temple of God was opened" (Revelation 11:19), and he looked within the inner 
veil, upon the holy of holies. Here he beheld "the ark of His testament," represented by the 
sacred chest constructed by Moses to contain the law of God.  

Thus those who were studying the subject found indisputable proof of the existence of a 
sanctuary in heaven. Moses made the earthly sanctuary after a pattern which was shown him. 
Paul teaches that that pattern was the true sanctuary which is in heaven. And John testifies that 
he saw it in heaven.  

… 

The question, What is the sanctuary? is clearly answered in the Scriptures. The term 
"sanctuary," as used in the Bible, refers, first, to the tabernacle built by Moses, as a pattern of 
heavenly things; and, secondly, to the "true tabernacle" in heaven, to which the earthly 
sanctuary pointed. At the death of Christ the typical service ended. The "true tabernacle" in 
heaven is the sanctuary of the new covenant. And as the prophecy of Daniel 8:14 is fulfilled in 
this dispensation, the sanctuary to which it refers must be the sanctuary of the new covenant. At 
the termination of the 2300 days, in 1844, there had been no sanctuary on earth for many 
centuries. Thus the prophecy, "Unto two thousand and three hundred days; then shall the 
sanctuary be cleansed," unquestionably points to the sanctuary in heaven.  

But the most important question remains to be answered: What is the cleansing of the 
sanctuary? That there was [a cleansing] service in connection with the earthly sanctuary is 
stated in the Old Testament Scriptures. But can there be anything in heaven to be cleansed? In 
Hebrews 9 the cleansing of both the earthly and the heavenly sanctuary is plainly taught. 
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"Almost all things are by the law purged with blood; and without shedding of blood is no 
remission. It was therefore necessary that the patterns of things in the heavens should be 
purified with these [the blood of animals]; but the heavenly things themselves with better 
sacrifices than these" (Hebrews 9:22, 23), even the precious blood of Christ.  

The cleansing, both in the typical and in the real service, must be accomplished with blood: in 
the former, with the blood of animals; in the latter, with the blood of Christ. Paul states, as the 
reason why this cleansing must be performed with blood, that without shedding of blood is no 
remission. Remission, or putting away of sin, is the work to be accomplished. But how could 
there be sin connected with the sanctuary, either in heaven or upon the earth? This may be 
learned by reference to the symbolic service; for the priests who officiated on earth, served 
"unto the example and shadow of heavenly things." Hebrews 8:5.  

The ministration of the earthly sanctuary consisted of two divisions; the priests ministered daily 
in the holy place, while once a year the high priest performed a special work of atonement in the 
most holy, for the cleansing of the sanctuary. Day by day the repentant sinner brought his 
offering to the door of the tabernacle and, placing his hand upon the victim's head, confessed 
his sins, thus in figure transferring them from himself to the innocent sacrifice. The animal was 
then slain. "Without shedding of blood," says the apostle, there is no remission of sin. … The 
blood, representing the forfeited life of the sinner, whose guilt the victim bore, was carried by the 
priest into the holy place and sprinkled before the veil, behind which was the ark containing the 
law that the sinner had transgressed. By this ceremony the sin was, through the blood, 
transferred in figure to the sanctuary … 

Such was the work that went on, day by day, throughout the year. The sins of Israel were thus 
transferred to the sanctuary, and a special work became necessary for their removal. … 

Once a year, on the great Day of Atonement, the priest entered the most holy place for the 
cleansing of the sanctuary. … On the Day of Atonement two kids of the goats were brought to 
the door of the tabernacle, and lots were cast upon them, "one lot for the Lord, and the other lot 
for the scapegoat." Verse 8. The goat upon which fell the lot for the Lord was to be slain as a sin 
offering for the people. And the priest was to bring his blood within the veil and sprinkle it upon 
the mercy seat and before the mercy seat. The blood was also to be sprinkled upon the altar of 
incense that was before the veil.  

"And Aaron shall lay both his hands upon the head of the live goat, and confess over him all the 
iniquities of the children of Israel, and all their transgressions in all their sins, putting them upon 
the head of the goat, and shall send him away by the hand of a fit man into the wilderness: and 
the goat shall bear upon him all their iniquities unto a land not inhabited." Verses 21, 22. The 
scapegoat came no more into the camp of Israel, and the man who led him away was required 
to wash himself and his clothing with water before returning to the camp.  

The whole ceremony was designed to impress the Israelites with the holiness of God and His 
abhorrence of sin; and, further, to show them that they could not come in contact with sin 
without becoming polluted … 

Important truths concerning the atonement are taught by the typical service. A substitute was 
accepted in the sinner's stead; … A means was thus provided by which [the sin] was transferred 
to the sanctuary. By the offering of blood the sinner acknowledged the authority of the law, 
confessed his guilt in transgression, and expressed his desire for pardon through faith in a 
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Redeemer to come; but he was not yet entirely released from the condemnation of the law. On 
the Day of Atonement the high priest, having taken an offering from the congregation, went into 
the most holy place with the blood of this offering, and sprinkled it upon the mercy seat, directly 
over the law, to make satisfaction for its claims. Then, in his character of mediator, he took the 
sins upon himself and bore them from the sanctuary. Placing his hands upon the head of the 
scapegoat, he confessed over him all these sins, thus in figure transferring them from himself to 
the goat. The goat then bore them away, and they were regarded as forever separated from the 
people.  

Such was the service performed "unto the example and shadow of heavenly things." And what 
was done in type in the ministration of the earthly sanctuary is done in reality in the ministration 
of the heavenly sanctuary. After His ascension our Saviour began His work as our high priest. 
Says Paul: "Christ is not entered into the holy places made with hands, which are the figures of 
the true; but into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God for us." Hebrews 9:24.  

The ministration of the priest throughout the year in the first apartment of the sanctuary, "within 
the veil" which formed the door and separated the holy place from the outer court, represents 
the work of ministration upon which Christ entered at His ascension. … 

For eighteen centuries this work of ministration continued in the first apartment of the sanctuary. 
The blood of Christ, pleaded in behalf of penitent believers, secured their pardon and 
acceptance with the Father, yet their sins still remained upon the books of record. As in the 
typical service there was a work of atonement at the close of the year, so before Christ's work 
for the redemption of men is completed there is a work of atonement for the removal of sin from 
the sanctuary. This is the service which began when the 2300 days ended. At that time, as 
foretold by Daniel the prophet, our High Priest entered the most holy, to perform the last division 
of His solemn work--to cleanse the sanctuary.  

… And as the typical cleansing of the earthly was accomplished by the removal of the sins by 
which it had been polluted, so the actual cleansing of the heavenly is to be accomplished by the 
removal, or blotting out, of the sins which are there recorded. But before this can be 
accomplished, there must be an examination of the books of record to determine who, through 
repentance of sin and faith in Christ, are entitled to the benefits of His atonement. The cleansing 
of the sanctuary therefore involves a work of investigation--a work of judgment. This work must 
be performed prior to the coming of Christ to redeem His people; for when He comes, His 
reward is with Him to give to every man according to his works. Revelation 22:12.  

Thus those who followed in the light of the prophetic word saw that, instead of coming to the 
earth at the termination of the 2300 days in 1844, Christ then entered the most holy place of the 
heavenly sanctuary to perform the closing work of atonement preparatory to His coming. 1 

The primary purpose of the sanctuary wasn’t to provide a meeting place for the Jews to worship—
although it did serve that purpose.  The primary purpose was to teach us about Jesus’ role as our high 
priest and why it was necessary for Him to die on the cross for our sins.  God used the sanctuary as a 
visual aide rich in symbolism because Power Point hadn’t been invented yet.  God went into great detail 

                                                
1 Ellen White, The Great Controversy, Chapter 23, “What is the Sanctuary?”, 
http://www.whiteestate.org/books/gc/gc23.html 
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about how to build the sanctuary because it was important to Him that we understand.  We should take 
every opportunity to learn what God wants us to learn. 
 
The sanctuary message is comforting.  It assures us that Jesus is our high priest, ministering on our behalf.  
The sanctuary message encourages us to put our trust in God’s saving grace, not our own works.  The 
sacrifice that Jesus made, offering His own blood on the altar of the Heavenly Sanctuary, should inspire 
us to trust and obey Him. 
 
So, let’s close our broadcast as Josh and Mary Hanson sing “Trust and Obey”, accompanied by JoAn 
Witzel. 
 
[music – “Trust and Obey”] 
 
 
 
 
 
 


