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Disappointment can result in stronger faith.

Part 1
October 22, 1844, is called (in some circles) “The Great Disappointment.” A Baptist minister named
William Miller convinced a great many people that Jesus would return to judge the Earth on that day.
When He didn’t come back, many people were disappointed, and some were disillusioned. One of those
people who was disappointed, but not disillusioned, was a young Methodist girl. The 1844
disappointment actually brought her closer to God. Her name was Ellen White. She later wrote about
William Miller in Chapter 18, “An American Reformer”, of her book, The Great Controversy. Here are
some highlights.
An Upright, honest-hearted farmer, who had been led to doubt the divine authority of the
Scriptures, yet who sincerely desired to know the truth, was the man specially chosen of God to
lead out in the proclamation of Christ's second coming. Like many other reformers, William
Miller had in early life battled with poverty and had thus learned the great lessons of energy and
self-denial. …
He had a sound physical constitution, and even in childhood gave evidence of more than
ordinary intellectual strength. … Though he did not enjoy the advantages of a collegiate
education, his love of study and a habit of careful thought and close criticism rendered him a
man of sound judgment and comprehensive views. He possessed an irreproachable moral
character and an enviable reputation, being generally esteemed for integrity, thrift, and
benevolence …
His mother was a woman of sterling piety, and in childhood, he had been subject to religious
impressions. In early manhood, however, he was thrown into the society of deists, whose
influence was the stronger from the fact that they were mostly good citizens and men of humane
and benevolent disposition. … By association with these men, Miller was led to adopt their
sentiments. The current interpretations of Scripture presented difficulties which seemed to him
insurmountable; yet his new belief, while setting aside the Bible, offered nothing better to take its
place, and he remained far from satisfied. He continued to hold these views, however, for about
twelve years. But at the age of thirty-four the Holy Spirit impressed his heart with a sense of his
condition as a sinner. He found in his former belief no assurance of happiness beyond the
grave. The future was dark and gloomy. …
In this state he continued for some months. "Suddenly," he says, "the character of a Saviour
was vividly impressed upon my mind. It seemed that there might be a being so good and
compassionate as to himself atone for our transgressions, and thereby save us from suffering
the penalty of sin. …
"I saw that the Bible did bring to view just such a Saviour as I needed; …. I was [forced] to admit
that the Scriptures must be a revelation from God. They became my delight; and in Jesus I
found a friend. … My mind became settled and satisfied. I found the Lord God to be a Rock in
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the midst of the ocean of life. The Bible now became my chief study, and I can truly say, I
searched it with great delight. I found the half was never told me. I wondered why I had not seen
its beauty and glory before, and marveled that I could have ever rejected it. … "--S. Bliss,
Memoirs of Wm. Miller, pages 65-67.
Miller publicly professed his faith in the religion which he had despised. But his infidel associates
[quickly brought] forward all those arguments which he himself had often urged against the
divine authority of the Scriptures. He was not then prepared to answer them; but he reasoned
that if the Bible is a revelation from God, it must be consistent with itself; and that as it was given
for man's instruction, it must be adapted to his understanding. He determined to study the
Scriptures for himself, and ascertain if every apparent contradiction could not be harmonized.
Endeavoring to lay aside all preconceived opinions, and dispensing with commentaries, he
compared scripture with scripture by the aid of the marginal references and the concordance.
He pursued his study in a regular and methodical manner; beginning with Genesis, and reading
verse by verse, he proceeded no faster than the meaning of the several passages so unfolded
as to leave him free from all embarrassment. When he found anything obscure, it was his
custom to compare it with every other text which seemed to have any reference to the matter
under consideration. Every word was permitted to have its proper bearing upon the subject of
the text, and if his view of it harmonized with every collateral passage, it ceased to be a
difficulty. Thus whenever he met with a passage hard to be understood he found an explanation
in some other portion of the Scriptures. As he studied with earnest prayer for divine
enlightenment, that which had before appeared dark to his understanding was made clear. …
With intense interest he studied the books of Daniel and the Revelation, employing the same
principles of interpretation as in the other scriptures, and found, to his great joy, that the
prophetic symbols could be understood. He saw that the prophecies, so far as they had been
fulfilled, had been fulfilled literally; that all the various figures, metaphors, parables, similitudes,
etc., were either explained in their immediate connection, or the terms in which they were
expressed were defined in other scriptures, and when thus explained, were to be literally
understood … Link after link of the chain of truth rewarded his efforts, as step by step he traced
down the great lines of prophecy. Angels of heaven were guiding his mind and opening the
Scriptures to his understanding.
…
Miller found the literal, personal coming of Christ to be plainly taught in the Scriptures. Says
Paul: "The Lord Himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the
Archangel, and with the trump of God." 1 Thessalonians 4:16. And the Saviour declares: "They
shall see the Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven with power and great glory." "For as
the lightning cometh out of the east, and shineth even unto the west; so shall also the coming of
the Son of man be." Matthew 24:30, 27. He is to be accompanied by all the hosts of heaven.
"The Son of man shall come in His glory, and all the holy angels with Him." Matthew 25:31. "And
He shall send His angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and they shall gather together His
elect." Matthew 24:31.
At His coming the righteous dead will be raised, and the righteous living will be changed. "We
shall not all sleep," says Paul, "but we shall all be changed, in a moment, in the twinkling of an
eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible,
and we shall be changed. For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put
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on immortality." 1 Corinthians 15:51-53. And in his letter to the Thessalonians, after describing
the coming of the Lord, he says: "The dead in Christ shall rise first: then we which are alive and
remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so
shall we ever be with the Lord." 1 Thessalonians 4:16, 17.
…
These and other scriptures clearly proved to Miller's mind that the events which were generally
expected to take place before the coming of Christ, such as the universal reign of peace and the
setting up of the kingdom of God upon the earth, were to be subsequent to the second [coming
of Christ]. Furthermore, all the signs of the times and the condition of the world corresponded to
the prophetic description of the last days. He was forced to the conclusion, from the study of
Scripture alone, that the period allotted for the continuance of the earth in its present state was
about to close.
…
The prophecy which seemed most clearly to reveal the time of [Christ’s return] was that of
Daniel 8:14: "Unto two thousand and three hundred days; then shall the sanctuary be cleansed."
Following his rule of making Scripture its own interpreter, Miller learned that a day in symbolic
prophecy represents a year (Numbers 14:34; Ezekiel 4:6); he saw that the period of 2300
prophetic days, or literal years, would extend far beyond the close of the Jewish dispensation,
hence it could not refer to the sanctuary of that dispensation. Miller accepted the generally
received view that in the Christian age the earth is the sanctuary, and he therefore understood
that the cleansing of the sanctuary foretold in Daniel 8:14 represented the purification of the
earth by fire at the second coming of Christ. If, then, the correct starting point could be found for
the 2300 days, he concluded that the time of the second advent could be readily ascertained. …
With a new and deeper earnestness, Miller continued the examination of the prophecies, whole
nights as well as days being devoted to the study of what now appeared of such stupendous
importance and all-absorbing interest. …
…
He had devoted two years to the study of the Bible, when, in 1818, he reached the solemn
conviction that in about twenty-five years Christ would appear for the redemption of His people.
…
… He [felt] that it was his duty to impart to others the light which he had received. He expected
to encounter opposition from the ungodly, but was confident that all Christians would rejoice in
the hope of meeting the Saviour whom they professed to love. His only fear was that in their
great joy at the prospect of glorious deliverance, so soon to be consummated, many would
receive the doctrine without sufficiently examining the Scriptures in demonstration of its truth. He
therefore hesitated to present it, lest he should be in error and be the means of misleading
others. He was thus led to review the evidences in support of the conclusions at which he had
arrived, and to consider carefully every difficulty which presented itself to his mind. He found
that objections vanished before the light of God's word, as mist before the rays of the sun. Five
years spent thus left him fully convinced of the correctness of his position.
…
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He began to present his views in private as he had opportunity, praying that some minister
might feel their force and devote himself to their [proclamation]. But he could not banish the
conviction that he had a personal duty to perform in giving the warning. The words were ever
recurring to his mind: "Go and tell it to the world; their blood will I require at thy hand." For nine
years he waited, the burden still pressing upon his soul, until in 1813 he for the first time publicly
gave the reasons of his faith.
… With trembling he entered upon his work, leading his hearers down, step by step, through the
prophetic periods to the second appearing of Christ. With every effort he gained strength and
courage as he saw the widespread interest excited by his words.
It was only at the solicitation of his brethren, in whose words he heard the call of God, that Miller
consented to present his views in public. He was now fifty years of age, unaccustomed to public
speaking, and burdened with a sense of unfitness for the work before him. But from the first his
labors were blessed in a remarkable manner to the salvation of souls. His first lecture was
followed by a religious awakening in which thirteen entire families, with the exception of two
persons, were converted. He was immediately urged to speak in other places, and in nearly
every place his labor resulted in a revival of the work of God. Sinners were converted, Christians
were roused to greater consecration, and deists and infidels were led to acknowledge the truth
of the Bible and the Christian religion. …
… In many places Protestant churches of nearly all denominations were thrown open to him,
and the invitations to labor usually came from the ministers of the several congregations. …
… In some of the large cities his work produced a marked impression. Liquor dealers
abandoned the traffic and turned their shops into meeting rooms; gambling dens were broken
up; infidels, deists, Universalists, and even the [worst sinners] were reformed, some of whom
had not entered a house of worship for years. Prayer meetings were established by the various
denominations, in different quarters, at almost every hour, businessmen assembling at midday
for prayer and praise. … His work, like that of the early Reformers, tended rather to convince
the understanding and arouse the conscience than merely to excite the emotions.
In 1833 Miller received a license to preach, from the Baptist Church, of which he was a member.
A large number of the ministers of his denomination also approved his work, and it was with
their formal sanction that he continued his labors. He traveled and preached unceasingly,
though his personal labors were confined principally to the New England and Middle States. …
In 1833, two years after Miller began to present in public the evidences of Christ's soon coming,
the last of the signs appeared which were promised by the Saviour as tokens of His second
advent. Said Jesus: "The stars shall fall from heaven." Matthew 24:29. And John in the
Revelation declared, as he beheld in vision the scenes that should herald the day of God: "The
stars of heaven fell unto the earth, even as a fig tree casteth her untimely figs, when she is
shaken of a mighty wind." Revelation 6:13. This prophecy received a striking and impressive
fulfillment in the great meteoric shower of November 13, 1833. That was the most extensive and
wonderful display of falling stars which has ever been recorded; …
...
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Thus was displayed the last of those signs of His coming, concerning which Jesus bade His
disciples: "When ye shall see all these things, know that it is near, even at the doors." Matthew
24:33. …
Many who witnessed the falling of the stars, looked upon it as a herald of the coming judgment,
… Thus the attention of the people was directed to the fulfillment of prophecy, and many were
led to give heed to the warning of the second advent.
In the year 1840 another remarkable fulfillment of prophecy excited widespread interest. Two
years before, Josiah Litch, one of the leading ministers preaching the second advent, published
an exposition of Revelation 9, predicting the fall of the Ottoman Empire. According to his
calculations, this power was to be overthrown "in A.D. 1840, …
At the very time specified, Turkey, through her ambassadors, accepted the protection of the
allied powers of Europe, and thus placed herself under the control of Christian nations. The
event exactly fulfilled the prediction. … When it became known, multitudes were convinced of
the correctness of the principles of prophetic interpretation adopted by Miller and his associates,
and a wonderful impetus was given to the advent movement. Men of learning and position
united with Miller, both in preaching and in publishing his views, and from 1840 to 1844 the work
rapidly extended.
…
Yet he did not prosecute his work without bitter opposition. As with earlier Reformers, the truths
which he presented were not received with favor by popular religious teachers. …
Earnest were the efforts put forth to draw away the minds of the people from the subject of the
second advent. It was made to appear a sin, something of which men should be ashamed, to
study the prophecies which relate to the coming of Christ and the end of the world. Thus the
popular ministry undermined faith in the word of God. …
While drawing crowded houses of intelligent and attentive hearers, Miller's name was seldom
mentioned by the religious press except by way of ridicule or denunciation …
…
And why were the doctrine and preaching of Christ's second coming so unwelcome to the
churches? … It was our Lord Himself who promised His disciples: "If I go and prepare a place
for you, I will come again, and receive you unto Myself." John 14:3. It was the compassionate
Saviour, who, anticipating the loneliness and sorrow of His followers, commissioned angels to
comfort them with the assurance that He would come again in person, even as He went into
heaven. As the disciples stood gazing intently upward to catch the last glimpse of Him whom
they loved, their attention was arrested by the words: "Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing
up into heaven? this same Jesus, which is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in like
manner as ye have seen Him go into heaven." Acts 1:11. …
The proclamation of Christ's coming should now be, as when made by the angels to the
shepherds of Bethlehem, good tidings of great joy. Those who really love the Saviour [must] hail
with gladness the announcement founded upon the word of God that He [is coming] to redeem
His people. It is those who do not love the Saviour that desire Him to remain away, and there
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can be no more conclusive evidence that the churches have departed from God than the
irritation and animosity excited by this Heaven-sent message.
…
Ministers and people declared that the prophecies of Daniel and the Revelation were
incomprehensible mysteries. But Christ directed His disciples to the words of the prophet Daniel
concerning events to take place in their time, and said: "Whoso readeth, let him understand."
Matthew 24:15. And the assertion that the Revelation is a mystery, not to be understood, is
contradicted by the very title of the book: "The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave unto
Him, to show unto His servants things which must shortly come to pass. . . . Blessed is he that
readeth, and they that hear the words of this prophecy, and keep those things which are written
therein: for the time is at hand." Revelation 1:1-3.
…
In view of the testimony of Inspiration, how dare men teach that the Revelation is a mystery
beyond the reach of human understanding? It is a mystery revealed, a book opened. The study
of the Revelation directs the mind to the prophecies of Daniel, and both present most important
instruction, given of God to men, concerning events to take place at the close of this world's
history.
…
Why, then, this widespread ignorance concerning an important part of Holy Writ? Why this
general reluctance to investigate its teachings? It is the result of a studied effort of the prince of
darkness to conceal from men that which reveals his deceptions. For this reason, Christ the
Revelator, foreseeing the warfare that would be waged against the study of the Revelation,
pronounced a blessing upon all who should read, hear, and observe the words of the prophecy.
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So, despite the fact that Jesus did not return on October 22, 1844, Ellen White, and many others continued
to believe in Biblical prophecy, and that Jesus is coming again. We will tell you why right after this
break.
[music - “Lift Up the Trumpet”]

Part 2
Before the break, we read Ellen White’s account of why a Baptist preacher named William Miller came to
the conclusion that Jesus was coming back on October 22, 1844, because of Daniel’s prophecy about the
cleansing of the sanctuary. When Jesus didn’t return, it caused some of the Millerites to study the Bible
with even greater diligence to find out what happened. She tells what they discovered in Chapter 23 of
her book, The Great Controversy. The chapter is titled, “What is the Sanctuary?” Here are some excerpts
from that chapter.
The scripture which above all others had been both the foundation and the central pillar of the
advent faith was the declaration: "Unto two thousand and three hundred days; then shall the
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sanctuary be cleansed." Daniel 8:14. These had been familiar words to all believers in the Lord's
soon coming. By the lips of thousands was this prophecy repeated as the watchword of their
faith. All felt that upon the events therein foretold depended their brightest expectations and
most cherished hopes. These prophetic days had been shown to terminate in the autumn of
1844. In common with the rest of the Christian world, [Millerites] then held that the earth, or
some portion of it, was the sanctuary. They understood that the cleansing of the sanctuary was
the purification of the earth by the fires of the last great day, and that this would take place at the
second advent. Hence the conclusion that Christ would return to the earth in 1844.
But the appointed time had passed, and the Lord had not appeared. The believers knew that
God's word could not fail; their interpretation of the prophecy must be at fault; but where was the
mistake? Many rashly cut the knot of difficulty by denying that the 2300 days ended in 1844. No
reason could be given for this except that Christ had not come at the time they expected Him.
They argued that if the prophetic days had ended in 1844, Christ would then have returned to
cleanse the sanctuary by the purification of the earth by fire; and that since He had not come,
the days could not have ended.
To accept this conclusion was to renounce the former reckoning of the prophetic periods. The
2300 days had been found to begin when the commandment of Artaxerxes for the restoration
and building of Jerusalem went into effect, in the autumn of 457 B.C. Taking this as the starting
point, there was perfect harmony in the application of all the events foretold in the explanation of
that period in Daniel 9:25-27. Sixty-nine weeks, the first 483 of the 2300 years, were to reach to
the Messiah, the Anointed One; and Christ's baptism and anointing by the Holy Spirit, A.D. 27,
exactly fulfilled the specification. In the midst of the seventieth week, Messiah was to be cut off.
Three and a half years after His baptism, Christ was crucified, in the spring of A.D. 31. The
seventy weeks, or 490 years, were to pertain especially to the Jews. At the expiration of this
period the nation sealed its rejection of Christ by the persecution of His disciples, and the
apostles turned to the Gentiles, A.D. 34. The first 490 years of the 2300 having then ended,
1810 years would remain. From A.D. 34, 1810 years extend to 1844. "Then," said the angel,
"shall the sanctuary be cleansed." All the preceding specifications of the prophecy had been
unquestionably fulfilled at the time appointed.
With this reckoning, all was clear and harmonious, except that it was not seen that any event
answering to the cleansing of the sanctuary had taken place in 1844. To deny that the days
ended at that time was to involve the whole question in confusion, and to renounce positions
which had been established by unmistakable fulfillments of prophecy.
But God had led His people in the great advent movement; His power and glory had attended
the work, and He would not permit it to end in darkness and disappointment, to be reproached
as a false and fanatical excitement. He would not leave His word involved in doubt and
uncertainty.
Though many abandoned their former reckoning of the prophetic periods and denied the
correctness of the movement based thereon, others were unwilling to renounce points of faith
and experience that were sustained by the Scriptures and by the witness of the Spirit of God.
They believed that they had adopted sound principles of interpretation in their study of the
prophecies, and that it was their duty to hold fast the truths already gained, and to continue the
same course of Biblical research. With earnest prayer they reviewed their position and studied
the Scriptures to discover their mistake. As they could see no error in their reckoning of the
prophetic periods, they were led to examine more closely the subject of the sanctuary.
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In their investigation they learned that there is no Scripture evidence sustaining the popular view
that the earth is the sanctuary; but they found in the Bible a full explanation of the subject of the
sanctuary, its nature, location, and services; the testimony of the sacred writers being so clear
and ample as to place the matter beyond all question. The apostle Paul, in the Epistle to the
Hebrews, says: "Then verily the first covenant had also ordinances of divine service, and a
worldly sanctuary. … " Hebrews 9:1-5.
The sanctuary to which Paul here refers was the tabernacle built by Moses at the command of
God as the earthly dwelling place of the Most High. …
After the settlement of the Hebrews in Canaan, the tabernacle was replaced by the temple of
Solomon, which, though a permanent structure and upon a larger scale, observed the same
proportions, and was similarly furnished. In this form the sanctuary existed--except while it lay in
ruins in Daniel's time--until its destruction by the Romans, in A.D. 70.
This is the only sanctuary that ever existed on the earth, of which the Bible gives any
information. This was declared by Paul to be the sanctuary of the first covenant. But has the
new covenant no sanctuary?
Turning again to the book of Hebrews, the seekers for truth found that the existence of a
second, or new-covenant sanctuary … [T]hey read: "Now of the things which we have spoken
this is the sum: We have such an High Priest, who is set on the right hand of the throne of the
Majesty in the heavens; a Minister of the sanctuary, and of the true tabernacle, which the Lord
pitched, and not man." Hebrews 8:1, 2.
Here is revealed the sanctuary of the new covenant. The sanctuary of the first covenant was
pitched by man, built by Moses; this is pitched by the Lord, not by man. In that sanctuary the
earthly priests performed their service; in this, Christ, our great High Priest, ministers at God's
right hand. One sanctuary was on earth, the other is in heaven.
Further, the tabernacle built by Moses was made after a pattern. The Lord directed him:
"According to all that I show thee, after the pattern of the tabernacle, and the pattern of all the
instruments thereof, even so shall ye make it." … And Paul says that the first tabernacle "was a
figure for the time then present, in which were offered both gifts and sacrifices;" that its holy
places were "patterns of things in the heavens;" …" Hebrews 9:9, 23; 8:5; 9:24.
The sanctuary in heaven, in which Jesus ministers in our behalf, is the great original, of which
the sanctuary built by Moses was a copy. …
The matchless splendor of the earthly tabernacle reflected to human vision the glories of that
heavenly temple where Christ our forerunner ministers for us before the throne of God. …
The holy places of the sanctuary in heaven are represented by the two apartments in the
sanctuary on earth. As in vision the apostle John was granted a view of the temple of God in
heaven … "[T]he temple of God was opened" (Revelation 11:19), and he looked within the inner
veil, upon the holy of holies. Here he beheld "the ark of His testament," represented by the
sacred chest constructed by Moses to contain the law of God.
Thus those who were studying the subject found indisputable proof of the existence of a
sanctuary in heaven. Moses made the earthly sanctuary after a pattern which was shown him.
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Paul teaches that that pattern was the true sanctuary which is in heaven. And John testifies that
he saw it in heaven.
…
The question, What is the sanctuary? is clearly answered in the Scriptures. The term
"sanctuary," as used in the Bible, refers, first, to the tabernacle built by Moses, as a pattern of
heavenly things; and, secondly, to the "true tabernacle" in heaven, to which the earthly
sanctuary pointed. At the death of Christ the typical service ended. The "true tabernacle" in
heaven is the sanctuary of the new covenant. And as the prophecy of Daniel 8:14 is fulfilled in
this dispensation, the sanctuary to which it refers must be the sanctuary of the new covenant. At
the termination of the 2300 days, in 1844, there had been no sanctuary on earth for many
centuries. Thus the prophecy, "Unto two thousand and three hundred days; then shall the
sanctuary be cleansed," unquestionably points to the sanctuary in heaven.
But the most important question remains to be answered: What is the cleansing of the
sanctuary? That there was [a cleansing] service in connection with the earthly sanctuary is
stated in the Old Testament Scriptures. But can there be anything in heaven to be cleansed? In
Hebrews 9 the cleansing of both the earthly and the heavenly sanctuary is plainly taught.
"Almost all things are by the law purged with blood; and without shedding of blood is no
remission. It was therefore necessary that the patterns of things in the heavens should be
purified with these [the blood of animals]; but the heavenly things themselves with better
sacrifices than these" (Hebrews 9:22, 23), even the precious blood of Christ.
The cleansing, both in the typical and in the real service, must be accomplished with blood: in
the former, with the blood of animals; in the latter, with the blood of Christ. Paul states, as the
reason why this cleansing must be performed with blood, that without shedding of blood is no
remission. Remission, or putting away of sin, is the work to be accomplished. But how could
there be sin connected with the sanctuary, either in heaven or upon the earth? This may be
learned by reference to the symbolic service; for the priests who officiated on earth, served
"unto the example and shadow of heavenly things." Hebrews 8:5.
The ministration of the earthly sanctuary consisted of two divisions; the priests ministered daily
in the holy place, while once a year the high priest performed a special work of atonement in the
most holy, for the cleansing of the sanctuary. Day by day the repentant sinner brought his
offering to the door of the tabernacle and, placing his hand upon the victim's head, confessed
his sins, thus in figure transferring them from himself to the innocent sacrifice. The animal was
then slain. "Without shedding of blood," says the apostle, there is no remission of sin. … The
blood, representing the forfeited life of the sinner, whose guilt the victim bore, was carried by the
priest into the holy place and sprinkled before the veil, behind which was the ark containing the
law that the sinner had transgressed. By this ceremony the sin was, through the blood,
transferred in figure to the sanctuary …
Such was the work that went on, day by day, throughout the year. The sins of Israel were thus
transferred to the sanctuary, and a special work became necessary for their removal. …
Once a year, on the great Day of Atonement, the priest entered the most holy place for the
cleansing of the sanctuary. … On the Day of Atonement two kids of the goats were brought to
the door of the tabernacle, and lots were cast upon them, "one lot for the Lord, and the other lot
for the scapegoat." Verse 8. The goat upon which fell the lot for the Lord was to be slain as a sin
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offering for the people. And the priest was to bring his blood within the veil and sprinkle it upon
the mercy seat and before the mercy seat. The blood was also to be sprinkled upon the altar of
incense that was before the veil.
"And Aaron shall lay both his hands upon the head of the live goat, and confess over him all the
iniquities of the children of Israel, and all their transgressions in all their sins, putting them upon
the head of the goat, and shall send him away by the hand of a fit man into the wilderness: and
the goat shall bear upon him all their iniquities unto a land not inhabited." Verses 21, 22. The
scapegoat came no more into the camp of Israel, and the man who led him away was required
to wash himself and his clothing with water before returning to the camp.
The whole ceremony was designed to impress the Israelites with the holiness of God and His
abhorrence of sin; and, further, to show them that they could not come in contact with sin
without becoming polluted …
Important truths concerning the atonement are taught by the typical service. A substitute was
accepted in the sinner's stead; … A means was thus provided by which [the sin] was transferred
to the sanctuary. By the offering of blood the sinner acknowledged the authority of the law,
confessed his guilt in transgression, and expressed his desire for pardon through faith in a
Redeemer to come; but he was not yet entirely released from the condemnation of the law. On
the Day of Atonement the high priest, having taken an offering from the congregation, went into
the most holy place with the blood of this offering, and sprinkled it upon the mercy seat, directly
over the law, to make satisfaction for its claims. Then, in his character of mediator, he took the
sins upon himself and bore them from the sanctuary. Placing his hands upon the head of the
scapegoat, he confessed over him all these sins, thus in figure transferring them from himself to
the goat. The goat then bore them away, and they were regarded as forever separated from the
people.
Such was the service performed "unto the example and shadow of heavenly things." And what
was done in type in the ministration of the earthly sanctuary is done in reality in the ministration
of the heavenly sanctuary. After His ascension our Saviour began His work as our high priest.
Says Paul: "Christ is not entered into the holy places made with hands, which are the figures of
the true; but into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God for us." Hebrews 9:24.
The ministration of the priest throughout the year in the first apartment of the sanctuary, "within
the veil" which formed the door and separated the holy place from the outer court, represents
the work of ministration upon which Christ entered at His ascension. …
For eighteen centuries this work of ministration continued in the first apartment of the sanctuary.
The blood of Christ, pleaded in behalf of penitent believers, secured their pardon and
acceptance with the Father, yet their sins still remained upon the books of record. As in the
typical service there was a work of atonement at the close of the year, so before Christ's work
for the redemption of men is completed there is a work of atonement for the removal of sin from
the sanctuary. This is the service which began when the 2300 days ended. At that time, as
foretold by Daniel the prophet, our High Priest entered the most holy, to perform the last division
of His solemn work--to cleanse the sanctuary.
… And as the typical cleansing of the earthly was accomplished by the removal of the sins by
which it had been polluted, so the actual cleansing of the heavenly is to be accomplished by the
removal, or blotting out, of the sins which are there recorded. But before this can be
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accomplished, there must be an examination of the books of record to determine who, through
repentance of sin and faith in Christ, are entitled to the benefits of His atonement. The cleansing
of the sanctuary therefore involves a work of investigation--a work of judgment. This work must
be performed prior to the coming of Christ to redeem His people; for when He comes, His
reward is with Him to give to every man according to his works. Revelation 22:12.
Thus those who followed in the light of the prophetic word saw that, instead of coming to the
earth at the termination of the 2300 days in 1844, Christ then entered the most holy place of the
heavenly sanctuary to perform the closing work of atonement preparatory to His coming. 2
There are two big mistakes one can make when dealing with Biblical prophecy. The first big mistake is to
try to guess how it will be fulfilled. The Scribes and Pharisees in New Testament times thought they had
figured out how the Messianic prophecies would be fulfilled; but they guessed wrong. Consequently,
when Jesus came, right on schedule, they missed him. William Miller guessed wrong, so when the 2300
Day prophecy was fulfilled on October 22, 1844, William Miller’s followers missed it—at least at first.
The second big mistake is to ignore Biblical prophecy. Those who are ignorant of the Messianic
prophecies don’t realize that Jesus fulfilled them. Those who are ignorant of the end time prophecies
don’t recognize the signs of the times, and don’t realize that we are living in the last days.
Daniel 11:40-45 contains a prophecy about what will happen in Libya and Egypt just before Jesus returns.
It would be a mistake to try to predict exactly what will happen in North Africa and the Middle East in the
next few months. The prophecy may be fulfilled differently than we might expect. But you would be
wise to study the end time prophecies in Daniel for yourself, and compare current events to what the Bible
predicts. As you see prophecy fulfilling before your eyes, it should convince you that the Bible is the
inspired word of God, and that Jesus is coming soon.

2

Ellen White, The Great Controversy, Chapter 23, “What is the Sanctuary?”,
http://www.whiteestate.org/books/gc/gc23.html
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